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House oF 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D.C... Tuesday, May 11, 1954. 

The committee met at 10 a. m., the Honorable Dewey Short, 
chairman of the committee, presiding. 

The CHairmMan. Gentlemen, the committee will be in order. 

Representative Colmer, who served a long time in the House and 
on the Rules Committee, spoke to me yesterday about the piece of 
legislation he introduced in the previous Congress and it was passed 
by this committee and the House but was held up in the Senate. 

He has reintroduced the bill in this Congress, H. R. 8456, and he 
wanted to be heard on it. 

Since he has been a very good friend of this committee, when we go 
before the Rules Committee we shall be not only willing but eager 
to assist him in any way we can. We will be very happy to hear from 
you, Mr. Colmer. 

Mr. Cotmer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the com- 
mittee; 1 will stand, with vour permission. 

During the war, the Navy operated- 

The CuHarrMan. You mean World War I1? 

Mr. Cotmer. World War II— a naval depot at Gulfport, Miss. In 
connection with that installation, of course, they had a hospital. 

About the conclusion of the war, the city of Gulfport lost the only 
hospital that it had, and by arrangement with the Navy moved into 
the old naval hospital under a revocable permit. 

They have since that time occupied that facility. When it looked 
like the hostilities were over, and that we had no further use of that 
installation, the people of Gulfport took up with the Navy the propo- 
sition of acquiring certain personal property there, which was certain 
instruments, beds, filing cabinets, et cetera. 

I introduced a bill to that effect, to convey that property to the 
city of Gulfport, which bill was H. R. 8816, introduced July 11, 1950. 

This committee unanunously reported that bill out, and it passed 
the House of Representatives on July 10, 1950, conveying this property 
to the city of Gulfport, gratis, 

The Cuarrman. But with a recapture clause. 

Mr. Cotmer. No, sir, there was no recapture clause. 

Mr. Vinson. This is personal property, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuatrMan. This is only personal property and not real estate. 

Mr. Couimer. That is might, only personal property. About that 
time, while the matter was pending in the Senate, the Korean incident 
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came up and the Navy requested us not to pursue the matter any 
further. We did not. 

However, the property has been in the custody of and used by the 
city of Gulfport constantly, since 1947. 

The CuHarrman. As I recall the original legislation, vou had a 
provision for payment of a certain sum, but the committee itself felt 
that since it was for a very worthy cause we should donate it. 

Mr. Cotmer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. Is that right? 

Mr. Cotmer. That is correct. 

When I appeared before this committee on my original bill. 

The CuarrmMan. Yes. 

Mr. Coutmer. I had provided for the payment of a thousand 
dollars by the city of Gulfport. Some member of the committee 
very graciously suggested that since it was secondhand material, 
and since it was to be used for hospital purposes, that the Govern- 
ment shouldn’t take any compensation for it. Of course, I didn’t 
demur to that suggestion. And a new bill was introduced—a clean 
bill was reported out, rather, and passed. 

Now, as I say, this property has been in use by the people of Gulf- 
port in the operation of this hospital constantly since that time. 

They have now constructed a new building, which is a credit to 
the town, but they need this equipment. They have asked me to 
reintroduce that bill and see if we could not obtain that property. 

Now, | introduced, on March 18, 1954, this year, H. R. 8456, which 
is the same bill to all intents and purposes, I mean the same language, 
that was in the original bill, H. R. 8816, which passed the House and 
for the same purpose. 

I first took it up, however, with the Navy officials. After checking 
the matter, the Navy officials agreed to the passage of this bill, They 
said they had—-well, here is a letter dated the 18th of March from J. A. 
McHenry, captain, Acting Chief of Bureau, Bureau of Yards and 
Docks. Iam getting backward, but I will connect that up. 

He said, reading the pertinent part: 

I am glad to advise you because of the type and the age of the property re- 
quested, the Bureau does not expect to interpose any objection to the proposed 
transfer in the event a bill is introdueed for this purpose. 

That is from the Bureau of Yards and Docks. 

On March 11, the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery—reading the 
pertinent parts—replied : 

] have assumed that vour intention is to introduce another bill similar to the one 
introduced by you in the 81st Congress. I may say under the present circum- 
stances the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery will not offer any objection to any bill 
authorizing the transfer of medical equipment and supplies to the hospital in 
which you are interested— 
and suggested since some of the property came under the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks, it should be taken up with them, which I did, 
and read you from that letter a moment ago. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, and members of the committee, I should 
be glad to go into this further if the committee so desires. But 
in brief, that is the situation. 

The CuHarrMan. I think the committee has a pretty clear and 
accurate picture of it. 

Mr. Kiupay. May | ask him a question? 
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The CuHartrman. Yes, Mr. Kilday. 

Mr. Kiipay. They are now and have been using the property. 

Mr. Cotmmr. Yes, sir; have been constantly since 1947. 

Mr. Kitpay. Of course, under the Surplus Property Disposal 
Act this was the type of property and the recipient was the type 
of an institution which would have acquired it. 

I assume that the transfer took place after that disposal act had 
expired. But it is in accordance with the general policy of that law, 
is it not? 

Mr. Cotmer. As I recall it 

The CHairMAN. It is. 

Mr. Coumer. Mr. Kilday 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Corer. I don’t recall the dates. 

Mr. Kitpay. Apparently, it is. 

Mr. Vinson. Mr Chairman, may I ask the gentleman a question? 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Vinson. 

Mr. Vinson. The gentleman has stated the city of Gulfport has 
bought a new hospital. 

Mr. Cotmer. Right. 

Mr. Vinson. I am just wondering whether it was built under the 
provisions of the Hill-Burton Act. 

Mr. Coumer. I think so, Mr. Vinson. I am not sure. 

Mr. Vinson. At the time someone referred to creeping socialism. 

Mr. Cotmer. I understand they issued considerable bonds of their 
own to supplement the other funds. 

Mr. Vinson. Mr. Chairman, I move the bill be favorably reporied. 

The Cuarrman. All in favor, “Aye.” 

Opposed, “No.” 

The bill is unanimously reported. 

Mr. Cotmer. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and members 
of the committee. 

The CuarrRMAN. Since the gentleman is a member of the Rules 
Committee, I don’t expect there will be any objection there. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Colmer. 

(Whereupon, at 10:09, the committee proceeded to further business.) 
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